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Phased tightening of grain purchase and storage policy and its impact: historical
review and enlightenment

WU Shunchen', HU Lingxiao®
(1. Rural Development Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China;
2. School of Economics, Beijing Technology and Business University, Beijing 100048, China)
Abstract: The extreme importance of food security has given birth to the Chinese government’s repeated process of reforming
the grain purchase and storage system as well as the high sensitivity to the judgment of the food situation. As the global COVID-
19 epidemic has intensified, the unstable factors of the international food market has increased, and the market-oriented reform of
the grain purchase and storage system is under threat. This article summarizes the four stages of the tightening and adjustment of
grain purchase and storage policies since the reform and opening up and their impacts. It found that while the tightened grain pur-
chase and storage policies can alleviate the current negative situation of food security, they will aggravate the next round of grain
purchase and storage markets. In order to improve the efficiency of reforms and reduce unnecessary costs, it is necessary to prop-
erly use unconventional policy measures on the basis of scientific judgment of the current food situation and the impact of the epi-
demic, to increase the flexibility of policy support and to avoid the routine of unconventional means, thus ensuring the continua-
tion of the market-oriented reform of the grain purchase and storage system.

Keywords: Food security; Food purchase and storage policy; COVID-19; Market reform
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